When there is an epidemic of typhus fever, it is usually quite easy to diagnose the cases and to attribute the outbreak to the agency of the louse.
There have been a good many reports of outbreaks of fever which have shown the symptoms of typhus, but which have appeared under conditions in which typhus would not be expected to occur.
Cases of " typhus-like fever" occurring under such conditions are often very puzzling, and this paper is an attempt to throw some light on the miscellaneous fevers of this group.
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